The epidemiological information system.
Increasing demand for health care services coupled with limited resources require that services should be planned and delivered on the basis of a priority of needs. The Eastern Health Board is developing an Epidemiological Information System in order to measure such needs. The system will bring together computerized health data from diverse sources into an integrated information system and powerful software will be used to analyse and map the data on a small area basis. Pilot work suggests that this approach can be useful in identifying areas of greater need.